June 17, 1952 

T. H. FAHEY 
LITTER COLLECTOR 
Filed Oct. 21, 1948 

2,600,981 

6 

BY 

1NVENTOR. 
/4 T-ORVES 



Patented June 17, 1952 2,600,981 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

2,600,981 
LITTEI COLLECTOI 
Thomas H. Fahey, Portland, Mairie 
Application October 21, 1948, Serial No. 55,679 
 Claires. (CI. 294--61) 

1 
My present invention relates to a litter col- 
]ecting device. 
Much rime is wasted by those engaged in keep- 
ing streets and parks clean becanse of the lack of 
adequate means by which various types of 
sightly or unsanitary waste may be quickly and 
easfly picked up and transferred to a waste 
receiving receptacle. While pointed rods oi c 
sticks bave been nsed for this purpose, they are 
hot satisfactory in that if is offert difficult to 
transfer gathered waste fo the receptacle with- 
out handling the impaled refuse. 
In accordance with my invention, I provide 
a litter collecting device consisting of a tubular 
sheath having a rod slidablY mounted therein. 
The rod bas a handle af one end and bas an im- 
paling point ai its other end and is dimensioned 
so that when the handle is seated against one 
end of the sheath, the point is operatively ex- 
posed beyond ifs other end. An intermediate 
portion of the rod is bowed so that if frictionally 
engages the sheath thereby preventing the sheath 
and the rod from becoming accidentally sep- 
arated or the point from being accidentally 
exposed. 
When such a device is fo be used, ifs pointed 
end is exposed so that waste may be impaled 
and picked up. When the user wishes to remove 
impaled waste, if is only necessary fo advance the 
sheath relative fo the rod to force the waste from 
the point. 
In the accompanying drawings, I bave shown 
an fllustrative embodiment of my invention from 
which those and other of its novel features and 
advantages will be readfly apparent. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side view of a litter collecting device 
in accordance with my invention, and 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view, on an 
enlarged scale, of such a device. 
Ai 5 I bave indicated a tubular sheath adapted 
fo slidably receive the rod 6 which bas at one 
end a handle 7 and af ifs other end an impaling 
point 5 which is of hardened steel and prefer- 
ably relatively long taper. The rod 6 is dimen- 
sioned so that when the handle 7 engages one 
end of the sheath 5, the point 8 is operatively 
exposed. 
In practice, I prefer fo form the sheath 5 from 
bamboo because if is light in weight even when 
of a substantial diameter such as is desirable 
to afford a satisfactory hand grip and is adapted 
fo be readily bored to receive the impaling rod 
6. A feature of bamboo is its nodal portions 
which form spaced annular portions l0 that 
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prevent the user's hand from slipping when the 
sheath 5 is moved relative to the rod 6 to expose 
or retract the impaling point 
As will be apparent from Fig. 2, the nodal 
5 portions 9 are bored fo receive the rod 6 freely 
while the rod 6 is slightiy bowed intermediate its 
ends for substantially the entire length of the 
sheath 5 to have a tight frictional fit in the 
sheath '5. This is important as if not on]y pre- 
10 vents the rod 6 ïrom becoming accidentally de- 
tached from ifs sheath 5 but also because it 
ensures that the point 5 wfll remain in a re- 
tracted or exposed position whfle the device is 
being carried. 
15 I provide the upper end of the sheath 5 with a 
cap ! ! engageable by the handle  and its lower 
end with a cap |2 engageable by refuse impaled 
on the point 0 thereby fo force if therefrom when 
the device is operated to effect a retracted post- 
20 tion of the point . 
From the foregoing, if will be apparent that 
litter collecting devices in accordance with my 
invention are inexpensive to manufacttu'e, sim- 
ple in construction, and adapted fo afford maxi- 
25 mum convenience to the user in collecting any 
]itter that may be impaled. 
What I therefore claire and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent s: 
1. A litter collecting device consisting of a 
30 tubular sheath and a rod slidably mounted in 
said sheath and being of appreciably lesser 
diameter than the inside diameter oï said sheath, 
said rod including a handle at one end and an 
impaling point at its other end and being of such 
3 length that when the handle is seated against 
one end o the sheath, said point is exposed be- 
yond the other end o£ the sheath, said! rod 
including an intermediate bow portion effecting 
its £rictional engagement with the sheath 
40 terior, and an annular shoulder at said other 
end o£ said sheath establishing a port of sub- 
stantially the diameter o£ said rod and provid- 
ing a fiat sur£ace by which litter is forced from 
said point as said handle is withdrawn from its 
45 seated position. 
2. The device of claire 1 in which the bowed 
portion is substantially as long as said sheath. 
3. A litter collecting device consisting of a 
bamboo sheath, the nodal portions o£ which bave 
50 passages therethrough, and a rod dimensioned 
to extend freely through said passages, said rod 
including a handle at one end and an impa]ing 
point at its other end and being of such length 
that when the handle is seated against one end 
55 of the sheath, said point is exposed beyond the 



9»600981 

3 
other end thereof, and said rod including an 
intermediate bow portion effecting its frictional 
engagement with said nodal portions. 
4. The device of claim 3 in which the sheath 
has a fiat surfaced metal cap af each end having 
a rod receiving aperture of substantially the same 
diameter as the rod. 
THOMAS H. FAHE. 
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